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is because the small dust in the bazaar is often charged with particles of pungent articles like chillies and spices of various kinds; this is apt to cause sneezing which seems to be considered unnatural, and is, therefore, devoid of any import.
BIRD OMENS.
The flight of the Indian blue jay is consulted 'as an om$n. It is an auspicious sign when birds fly from the left to the right, except in the case of the jay and the brahminy kite. It is a good omen when a jay flies from the right to the left, but bad when it flies from the left to the right. If it should sit in front of one, it is a good sign; if behind, it is a sign of evil. To see a jay to the east denotes evil to the beholder; to the south-east difficulties; to the south, or to the southwest, or the west wealth; to the north-west happiness; to the north, death; to the north-east, sorrow; if it appears on the right hand side it denotes health to the beholder.
If a brahminy kite flies from the right to the left, it denotes wealth and an abundant harvest; but when it flies from the left to the right it prognosticates evil. It is exceedingly auspicious to behold a kite flying from the right to the left with anything in the shape of prey in its bill. The sight of a jay, a kite, or a jackal, either together or apart, is said to be always propitious.
The king crow, a black long-tailed bird, rather small in size, is considered very clever by the Hindus. It is very swift in its flight, and may often be seen perched on the backs of cattle. Its Indian name is bharad-vaja. It is said of this bird: " If it is seen in front of anyone it bespeaks good, if the male bird passes a person from the right to the left, it foretells difficulties; but if the female so passes, the omen is a happy one; if the pair should so pass it is considered as very auspicious,